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What is Systematic
Synthetic Phonics (SSP)?

Systematic Synthetic Phonics is a way of teaching children to read,
write and spell. The sounds that children learn are taught in a specdific,
systematic order (not alphabetically) so that children can begin to
build words from these sounds as early as possible.

*

x-

Phonics supports children to hear, identify and link the sounds that
letters make (phonemes) to what the letters look like when written

down (graphemes). This helps children to recognise and read words,
using knowledge of the sounds to read new or unfamiliar words.




What is Reading Planet *
Rocket Phonics?

Rocket Phonics is a Systematic Synthetic Phonics programme that
supports your child to learn all the skills needed to successfully read,
write and spell. It is part of the Reading Planet scheme (learn more
about the scheme on page 12).

Within the programme, there are lots of beautifully created and
engaging resources such as flashcards, sound mats, and online,
interactive Big Books and quizzes to develop learning further. There is
also a fully matched series of decodable reading books from a variety

of genres, which will be used in class as well as sent home for home
reading. These books can also be accessed on the online platform to
read as eBooks. If your school has a subscription to Rocket Phonics
Online, they can allocate the eBooks for home reading.
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Simple phonics glossary

The phonics glossary below incdludes the main key terms that are useful to
know when supporting your child to read using phonics. *

The process of using phonics for reading. Children identify
and blend the individual sounds together to hear and say
the whole word.

These represent how words are structured.
The ‘¢’ = consonant and the ‘v" = vowel
Eg. cot=cic

drip = ccve
mlk = cvce

Sometimes called a tricky word, these words have an
unusual or tricky spelling, e.g. said, one, their. They are not
speilt as they sound.

A letter or group of letters representing one sound. A
grapheme is what the sound looks like when written down;
the letter shape.

The sound that a letter or group of letters makes. This may
also be referred to as a letter-sound.

Using phonics skills to support spelling and writing.
Children listen to the whole word and break it up into the
letter-sounds. Eg “lunch’ can be segmented as l-u-n-ch.

Encouraging children to say each individual sound in a
word before saying the whole word aloud.
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